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U.S LICENSURE: 
CURRENT ISSUES, 
FUTURE CHALLENGES

Jerry Carter, Executive Director

NCEES advances licensure

• A nonprofit corporationp p

• Its members: the state licensing boards for 
engineers and surveyors

– All 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, 
Puerto Rico, and U.S. Virgin Islands
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U.S. Engineering licensure

• P.E. = “professional 
engineer”

• What does that mean?

– Education

– Experience

– Examinations (two)

• Protects the public

Current issues in 
licensurelicensure
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Current issues: 
education

H  h d ti  i  • How much education is 
needed to ensure that a P.E. 
is competent?

– A bachelor’s degree?

– A master’s?

– Something else?

Education

• In recent years, the Council has voted to raise y ,
the level of education required for the P.E.

– The “master’s or equivalent”

– What does “equivalent” mean?

– Details remain TBD; 2020 effective date

– Will the states be able to make it law?Will the states be able to make it law?
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Continuing Education

• Majority of NCEES member boards require j y q
continuing education to renew license

• NCEES has developed guidelines for CPC

• CPC should focus on the advancement, 
extension and improvement of the scientific 
knowledge and professional skills of the knowledge and professional skills of the 
licensee

Licensure 
MobilityMobility
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Licensure across state lines

• You must have a valid PE license in each You must have a valid PE license in each 
U.S. state in order to do work in that 
state

• Comity licensure – recognition of 
credentials from another jurisdiction

• NCEES exams need only be taken once

Mobility and licensure

• Engineering is a mobile professionEngineering is a mobile profession.
– Career footprints extend beyond state lines.

• The Records Program has grown in 
popularity in recent years.
– Designed for licensees who need to work in 

additional states

• Stores transcripts, references, exam 
results
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The objective

• NCEES wants more engineers to be licensedg

– Stronger standards  a stronger profession

– Benefits the public welfare

• NCEES wants the best and brightest to 
become engineers

– Engineers are the doers of the economy

International applicants

• Most states require a degree from an Most states require a degree from an 
ABET-accredited program.
– What about those from abroad?

• NCEES Credential Evaluations
– Compares education to NCEES-developed 

standard

– Provides evaluations to licensing boards 
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Global 
ChallengesChallenges

NCEES International Activity

NCEES is a signatory to:

• Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC)

• Engineers Mobility Forum (EMF) 

NCEES is not a signatory to the 
Washington Accord
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NCEES International Activity

NCEES exams are being offered in:

• Alberta (APEGGA)
• Seoul, Korea
• Tokyo, Japan
• Saudi ArabiaSaudi Arabia
• American University in Cairo 

QUESTIONS?
OBSERVATIONS?


