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The positive potential impact of her research on improving quality of life, particularly for 
sick children, is a huge motivating factor behind Émilie Bédard, ing.,’s research in water 

contamination. She is pursuing her Ph.D. in Civil Engineering at École Polytechnique de 
Montréal, and is researching effective solutions to eliminate bacteria from large 
building water distribution systems, such as those in hospitals. Water contamination is the 
primary cause of water-related epidemics and illnesses in North America. The main objective 
of Émilie’s research will be to identify and validate water treatment solutions that will control 
and eliminate the presence of bacteria at the points of use in hospitals. Émilie would like to 
eventually lead a research team in the field of potable water and public health.
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